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Sunday Schedule

8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite |
9:00 am Adult Education
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite Il
11:00 am Sunday School
11:15 am Coffee & Fellowship
11:45 am Children’s Choir

St. James Episcopal Church
4515 Delray Street
Roanoke, Virginia 24012
Phone: 540-366-4157

Fax: 540-366-2851

Email: stjames@rev.net
www.stjamesroanoke.org

Rector’s Message

Dear Saints of James,

One of my all time old favorite movies is “Cabaret”, and the other day, |
found myself humming the lyrics: “Money makes the world go around,
The world go around, The world go around, Money makes the world go
around, Of that we can be sure.” | imagine that it is no surprise to have
that long time forgotten song come into my consciousness, because the
idea of money making the world go around is foremost in the news these
days. From the presidential campaign impassioned speeches about
money, spending, and taxes, to house foreclosures, banks over
extended, gas prices up and down, retirement funds losing thousands of
dollars, and the stock markets around the world plummeting, money and
the economy are on all of our minds.

It seems to me that this is a perfect opportunity to closely examine and
realign our financial habits. They can sneak up on the best of us, those
pesky little financial decisions that often morph into unwanted spending
habits. Whether it's a $3 latte, a $50 clothing fix or a $100 discount-store
detour, most of us succumb at some point to admitting regrettable
money mistakes.

Our tendency is to dismiss these money expenditures with the toss of
our head, thinking they are just a small transgression and do not matter
much. But if you do the math, these annoying little habits can amount to
real money. If we are honest, they just might be a significant reason why
in 2005 the after-tax U.S. savings rate plummeted into negative territory
for the first time since 1933.

There is a term in the financial world called rebalancing. It is a process
of managing your finances so that they are in line with your stated
objectives. Imagine if we applied this same process to our spending
habits and periodically rebalanced our spending decisions. | think it is
time to review and possibly make new decisions and goals about our
finances in terms of what we share, save and spend. In our culture, the
hero is the poor boy who becomes rich rather than the Franciscan or
Buddhist ideal of the rich boy who voluntarily becomes poor. We have
come to call covetousness, ambition, hoarding is prudence, and greed
we call industry.

The Bible presents a clear teaching on economic issues. The biblical
injunctions against exploitation of the poor and the accumulation of
wealth are direct and straightforward. Beginning in the Old Testament,
the notion of an absolute right to private property is dispelled because

(Con't. pg.2)
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the earth belongs to God, and therefore cannot be

held perpetually, and on the year of Jubilee all land
reverted to its original owner. The purpose of the
year of Jubilee was to provide a regular distribution
of wealth, since wealth itself was seen as belonging
to God and not to individuals. Such a radical view of
economics runs counter to nearly all modern belief
and practice. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus spoke
more about economics and our relationship to
money, than any other single issue. Paul continues
this teaching in his letters to the Christians
throughout the Mediterranean area.

The rebalancing of our personal finances, our parish
budget, our national and world economy allows all of
us to engage in a Christian practice that has not
been “en vogue” for some decades, and that is
discipline. If we realize that the beginning of self
discipline is to place ourselves before God so that he
can transform us, then the process has begun.
When we discipline our desires, and implement
habits that help us to rebalance our lives as well as
our finances, then we are open to God’s grace
working in us. And, God’s grace working in us can
accomplish more that we can possibly hope or pray
for. Leo Tolstoy observed, “Everybody thinks of
changing humanity and nobody thinks of changing
himself.”

These times of economic uncertainty do not call for
fear but for faith. Our God is not a God of scarcity
but of abundance, and provides what we need. This
is our opportunity to rebalance our lives so that we
have what we need and we discern how much is
enough, so that we can be disciplined in what we
share, save, and spend.

Faithfully, SEB+
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Spaghetti Dinner, Trinity, Buchanan
Friday Night at the Movies, Buchanan

*Anyone wishing to make an appointment with the
Bishop is invited to schedule that with Lynn
Robertson, Evans House, 540-342-6797, Ext. 117

The Meeting at Trinity, Rocky Mt is an open meeting
for anyone in the Roanoke Convocation who wishes
to attend.

The Shield of the Episcopal Church
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This shield was adopted in 1940 as the symbol for
the Episcopal Church, USA. The shield brings
together some of the Episcopal Church, USA’s

history, offering a brief history lesson through its
design.

The Episcopal Church was founded in 1789 as a
separate group from its parent Church of England,
from which the churches in the colonies found
themselves divided by the American Revolution. The
red, white and blue colors are the colors of the
American flag. Many of the founders of this nation,
including George Washington, were Episcopalians.

The white field with a red cross is St. George’s
Cross. St. George was the patron saint of the Church
of England, so this remembers the Episcopal
Church’s roots in the Church of England.

There are nine miniature crosses on the field of blue
symbolizing the nine dioceses that met in
Philadelphia in 1789 to ratify the initial constitution of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States
of America. When the Church of England separated
itself from Rome it did not consider itself to be a
“Protestant” tradition. Instead, it saw itself returning
to the original organization of the church in which
local-national congregations organized under the rule
of their own bishops. As the church evolved in
England, however, elements of the Reformation

infused themselves into the Anglican tradition. Thus,
you will find a broad range of worship styles from the
very Anglo-Catholic to very reformed Evangelical
within the Episcopal Church. Most parishes fall in the
middle between the two extremes. The crosslets are
formed after the St. Andrews Cross. St. Andrew is
the patron saint of Scotland. This remembers the
Scottish Episcopal Church’s part in our history as it
was their bishops who ordained Samuel Seabury as
the first American Bishop in 1784.

The Episcopal Church today remains a part of the
Anglican Communion, the name for all those
churches in the world which trace their origin to the
Church of England.

SHOPPING NOTE

Share is offering Turkeys and hams for
Thanksgiving and Christmas




