
Rector’s Message

The Rector and Staff of St. James wish you a joyful
Christmastide and every blessing for the New Year.

Once more the darkness is dispersed; 
Once more the light is created.

Let the people that sat in the darkness of ignorance
 Now look upon the light of knowledge.
The things of old have passed away; 

Behold, all things are made new.  
He who has no mother in heaven is now born without father on earth.

He who is without flesh becomes incarnate; 
The Word puts on a body; 

The invisible is seen;
 He whom no hand can touch is handled;

The Timeless has a beginning; the Son of God becomes Son of Man
Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and for ever,

The renovation of everything.”

St. Gregory of Nazianzus

Saint Gregory of Nazianzus (329-389), also known as Saint
Gregory the Theologian was a 4th century Christian bishop of 
Constantinople.
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Sunday Schedule
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
 9:00 am Adult Education
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:00 am Sunday School
11:15 am Coffee & Fellowship
11:45 am Children’s Choir

Diocesan Convention
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

January 25, 26 & 27
Hotel Roanoke

St. James Episcopal Church
4515 Delray Street
Roanoke, Virginia 24012
Phone: 540-366-4157
Fax:     540-366-2851
Email: stjames@rev.net
www.stjamesroanoke.org



St. James Episcopal Church
Clergy:

The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector    
    seb@rev.net

Staff:
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary
Mr. William Capps, Choir Director
Mrs. Sharon Capps, Organist
Mrs. Donna Park, Ms. Sandi Hudson,

Sextons

The Connection:
Send copy to: sjconnection@cox.net
Bill Williamson, Editor
    wmson@cox.net
All Saints of James, Reporters

Internet Web Page:
www.stjamesroanoke.org
Butch Eanes, Webmaster
    Weanes@rev.net

The St. James Vestry:
   Senior Warden, Doris Mattox, 992-3088,
   Junior Warden, Maile Armstrong, 947-5016 
   † Clerk, Lynn Wright, 992-5615
   † Treasurer, Matt Cordani, 362-3016,   
   † Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 774-0010
   † Rec. Treasurer, Bob Bird, 366-0996
   Helen Campbell, 489-4536, Jed Doak, 354-4164
   Butch Eanes, 992-5195, Chuck Cohen, 366-3178,
   Michael Kennedy, 389-1003
   Bob Ostrom, 265-3771,. Peter Hannon, 986-0778
   ( † - Not Vestry members)

Standing Committees:
Christian Education: Renee Toth, 334-2060
Liturgy:  Helen Campbell, 489-4536
Membership:  Pat Ball, 725-8730
Outreach:  Denene Hannon, 986-0778
Parish Life:  Tricia Champion, 563-9554
Property:  Maile Armstrong, 947-5016
Stewardship:  Dorothy Herndon, 362-0457
Finance:  Pam Reilly, 362-9742

~~~~~~~  ~~~~~~~  ~~~~~~~  ~~~~~~~  ~~~~~~~

Episcopal Church Women:
Sharon Capps, 362-8016

Daughters of the King:
Esther Williamson, 366-3177

Sunday School Superintendent:
Ann Bird, 366-0996

 

Thank You

I would like to thank all of the Saints of James for
your hospitality, guidance, support and prayers while
I was your Deacon. I have so many special moments
to carry with me that are dear to my soul. I will keep
you in my heart and prayers as you move forward
with God and discover how God is calling this
wonderful parish family to carry the light of Christ to
the wider community. Don't hide it under a bushel -
No!

I send a joyful and grateful thank you to the members
of the choir who joined with the choirs from Christ
Church and St. Paul's at my ordination. So many
people have told me how beautiful your voices were.
They truly were. Many other saints from James also
helped the service become a joyous day for me. Kate
St. Clair and Butch Eanes honored me as ushers.
Jackie Leonard and Tricia Champion organized the
wonderful reception. Bill and Esther Williamson
pitched in - at the last minute - to put the service
leaflet together when Christ Church had a problem
due to their boiler. Donna Frost was one of the
litanists. Mother Sue and Doris Mattox were two of
my presenters. This service was one in which I tried
to blend the voices of three churches (Christ, St.
Paul's, St. James) who were instrumental in my
formation with the voices from the two new churches
where I will begin my new ministry (St. John's
Glasgow, St. Thomas, Bedford County). When
thinking and planning for my ordination service, my
thoughts were centered on this ordination being one
of a Diocesan sending and receiving. 

Finally, and most importantly, through prayer we are
strengthened and lifted up to do God's work in the
world. I thank all of you who were there, both
physically and in spirit, and prayed for me. Prayer is
an important ministry and I thank you for how you
have let me see prayer at work at St. James. May
God's light shine on you continually.

Becky+
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The Stewardship Corner
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own
have we given you.

+
+  +

Time     +      +   Talent
+           +

+  +  +  +  +
Treasure

Pledged and Unpledged Support:  For the month
of November, 2007, our pledged and unpledged
support amounted to $9,624.23, compared to the
budgeted amount of $8,242.30, or a net variance of
$1,381.93.  For the year, we have received
$112,191.17, compared to the budgeted amount of
$111,191.06.  So we are running about $1,000.00
above our 2007 budgeted amount as of the end of
November.  Remembering that we began the year
with a budget that showed a deficit of approximately
$19,000.00, we have made up most of that deficit
during the year.  This can be attributed to hard work
and generosity of a number of people.   Because
some pledges are still not in at this writing, we are
making an educated prediction that pledges for 2008
will total approximately $127,000.00.      

St. James Cycle of Prayer:  In January we give
thanks for the work of the Vestry.  We pray that all
Vestry members, wardens, and other vestry officers
will be guided by God’s grace in their deliberations
and decisions throughout the coming year.

Other Ways to Support St. James:  There are
additional avenues of financial support for our
church.  The include the use of Kroger cards
(purchase one from Dorothy Herndon for $5.00, load
it up, and we’ll receive 5% of the purchases made on
all the cards; an Adopt-a-Day offering, honoring a
day of the year.  The amount for 2008 will be about
$47.00.  At that rate, if all days of the year were
covered, it would obliterate our deficit amount; an
Endowment fund, in which the donated fund is kept
in perpetuity with interest until the Vestry approves
some major use for it.

The Three Faces of Stewardship:  According to
Terry Parsons, staff officer for Stewardship for the
Episcopal Church in the United States of America,
there are three faces or aspects of giving.

First is Ordinary Giving.  It is the regular practice of
returning to God a portion of all that God has given
us.  It involves teaching ourselves how to create a life
built upon the notion that all that we have is a gift

from God.  This includes teaching the holy habits of
keeping the Sabbath and tithing and the concept that
giving regularly of our time, talent, and money to
God’s work on this earth is as much a spiritual
practice as prayer and worship.

Second is Extraordinary Giving:  This involves the
special occasions that arise in the life of Christian
communities that call us to give beyond our ordinary
habit.  They involve increased risk and encourage us
to experiment with sacrificial giving in order to help
the community to realize an especially important
goal.  The examples of extraordinary stewardship
are:  capital campaign; periods of interim Rectors
and Searches; and Funding mission trips.

Third is Legacy Stewardship:  This is the way in
which we address the matter of disposing of the
accumulations of our lifetime.  Who will use your
“stuff” when you no longer need it?  It is the
opportunity to leave a planned gift that constitutes
both a legacy to generations yet unborn and a final
witness to those whom we hold most dear.

Pledge Summary
 2008       2007      2006       2005

Pledge cards     79           80          83           70
Total pledge  123,061  122,328  127,254  111,406
Ave. Pledge    1,558       1.529     1,533      1,592

                          2004        2003         2002
Pledge cards       68            75             67
Total Pledge   107,848    117,240    102,540
Ave. Pledge      1,586        1,563        1530

Adult Education on Sunday Morning
  Sunday morning adult education will resume on
February 3rd.   There will be no Sunday Morning Adult
Education in January.  On February 3rd, Bishop
Powell will be here for his regular visitation and he
will lead a parish forum at 9:00 am to speak on
matters concerning the diocese and the Episcopal
Church in the USA, and entertain questions and
comments from parish members.

  Beginning February 10th, Michael Bentley will lead a
Lenten series on ‘Evolution and the Continuation of
Life.”  Come join the class at 9:00 am in the Parish
Hall.
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Little Church Social Club
Every year our Christmas party just gets bigger and
better and this year we celebrated on December 12.
The evening started with carol singing by all the
members and volunteers accompanied by Bill and
Sharon Capps, Doris Mattox and other choir
members.

After that we feasted on goodies provided by the
volunteers which included all kinds of sandwiches,
ham biscuits, sausage balls, smoked cocktail wieners
and cupcakes and other sweets.  Everyone had more
than they could eat.

Then we heard a rumbling coming up the stairs and
there was Santa (Bob Ostrom) all decked out in his
red suit (kind of warm, wasn’t it Santa?). But it didn’t
cut down on his enthusiasm and he greeted each
member and volunteer with a hug and then began to
give out the dozens of gifts.  He was assisted this
year by his special elves – Sarah Roberts, Ashley
and Mark Curley, William and Rachel Ostrom.  We
thank Santa and his helpers so much.

We also thank all the volunteers and sponsors who
work so hard every year to make this party the
highlight of all our lives.  We thank Charlie Stebbins
who comes before every meeting and makes the
coffee and sets up the tables and chairs.  And we
can’t forget Frances Stebbins who always sends
many, many wrapped gifts for those who don’t have
sponsors.  We thank Joyce Brown, ECW (sponsors
two members), DOK, Betsy Briggs, James Kyle,
Brenda Harvey, Jean Schaefer, Betty Harnsberger,
Kate St.Clair, Gail Fields, Ray Kasey, Elinor Bent,
Sandy Maxwell, Charlie Stebbins, Helen St.John,
Donna Repa, Jackie Leonard, Sharon Capps, Pam
Reilly, Rose Townsend, Lonnie Bower, Cathie Cook,
Esther Williamson, Helen Lang and Doris Mattox.
You can see that this is a church-wide effort with
everyone’s involvement, including the budgeted
amount that the Vestry allows us each year for the
over-all meeting expenses.

Special thanks to Betty and James who coordinate
everything and keep us on track, to Ray Kasey who
transports most of our members in the bus and for
our emergency drivers, Bob Ostrom and Chuck
Cohen.

The only sad note this year is that our liaison with
Blue Ridge Behavioral Services, Debbie Tanis, is
retiring.  We will surely miss her as she came to
every meeting, transported three of our members
and was such a great resource to our volunteers.

The volunteers gave her a gift card from Belks and a
singing thank you card.

We hope you all had as much fun at your own
Christmas celebrations as we had at ours and we are
ready to begin a new year of socializing with our
members.

Daughters of the King
Our next meeting will be on the 20th of January at
12:15 in the downstairs meeting room.

Our KIVA partner has repaid 87% of her loan. As
soon as she makes the final payment we can lend to
someone else.  KIVA says that they will soon be
adding persons from Sudan in need of a loan.

The Self-Denial Fund monies are due into the
treasury by the first of February.  Gail will need to
mail the check to National by the middle of February.

Five Finger Prayer  

1. Your thumb is nearest you. So begin your prayers
by praying for those closest to you. They are the
easiest to remember. To pray for our loved ones is,
as C. S. Lewis once said, a "sweet duty." 

2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for
those who teach, instruct and heal. This includes
teachers, doctors, and ministers. They need support
and wisdom in pointing others in the right direction.
Keep them in your prayers. 

3. The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of
our leaders. Pray for the president, leaders in
business and industry, and administrators. These
people shape our nation and guide public opinion.
They need God's guidance. 

4. The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to
many is the fact that this is our weakest finger, as
any piano teacher will testify. It should remind us to
pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain.
They need your prayers day and night. You cannot
pray too much for them. 

5. And lastly comes our little finger - the smallest
finger of all which is where we should place
ourselves in relation to God and others. As the Bible
says, "The least shall be the greatest among you."
Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself.
By the time you have prayed for the other four
groups, your own needs will be put into proper
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perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself
more effectively.

Thank You

Dear St. James Family, 

Thank you for your very generous gift to us at
Christmas. It is our pleasure to help the congregation
and choirs enrich the music of our services at St.
James. As the psalmist said, "Hallelujah! Praise God
in his holy temple;...Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord. Hallelujah! (Ps 150, vs, 1 & 6) 

Peace, Sharon and Bill

Altar Flowers
The flower chart for donating Sunday altar flowers is
currently up on the bulletin board next to the kitchen
and there are Sundays available for donating altar
flowers for 2008.  If you have a particular Sunday
which you wish to donate flowers, please put your
name on the chart, or call the church office
(366-4157) and leave a message.  Flowers donations
are $20.00 per week and we will be collecting the
money for the weeks you signed up, on January 13th

and 20th.  Checks can be made out to St. James
Episcopal Church, with a memo of “flower fund” and
given to Lynn Wright, or put in the offering plate.  All
flowers are given to the glory of God and you may
add an additional dedication.  If you know what
dedication you would like for the flowers, you can
give that to Lynn with your money.  If you are not
sure at this time, then you will need to leave that
information at the Church office prior to the Sunday
you will be giving flowers.

Kanuga Leadership Conference
The annual Kanuga Leadership Conference will be
held January 4-6, 2008 at Kanuga Conference
Center in Henderson, North Carolina.  The
conference is a combination of retreat and leadership
education, with time for individual parishes to meet
for discussion and planning.  This year the
conference will be attended by:  Avis Aheron, Maile
Armstrong, Joyce Brown, Helen & Sam Campbell,
Tricia Champion, Chuck Cohen,  Butch and Carol
Eanes ,Donna Frost,  Peter Hannon, Mike Kennedy,
Doris Mattox, Bob Ostrom, and the Rector.    For
services on Sunday, January 6th, the Rt.  Rev. Heath
Light, our retired Bishop, will be the Celebrant and
Preacher.

Bishop Powell’s Visitation
Bishop Powell will be at St. James on Sunday,
February 3rd for his regular parish visitation.  Mark
your calendars and plan to participate in a parish
forum with the Bishop, a lively worship service and a
delicious pot luck luncheon.  Several youth and
adults are preparing for Confirmation and Reception
at this service, and there will be at least one Baptism .

Invitation
The Rev. Jonathan Harris and Dr. Darla Schumm
invite St. James to the baptism of Henry Elijah Harris
Shumm on Sunday, January 13th at Trinity Episcopal
Church, Buchannan, at 10:00 am.

Staff Schedules in January
Our Organist, Sharon Capps, and Choir Director, Bill
Capps, will be away on holiday in Florida for a month
following the Christmas services.  Barbara Hassell
will play on December 30th, and Carolyn Winborne
will play on January 6,13, 20th.

The Rector will be away at the Kanuga Leadership
Conference on January 6th, and will be preaching at
the Baptism on Henry Schumm for the 10:00 am
service at Trinity, Buchanan on January 13th

Companion Parish Leadership Change
The Rev. Peter Yorkstone, Priest in Charge at St.
Alkelda’s parish in Giggleswick, England, has been
assigned to a new cure.  He will be in charge of three
parishes not too far away from Giggleswick.  The
new address for Peter and Carol is:  The Vicarage,
Westgate, Kettlewell, North Yorks.  BD23 5QU    
telephone: 01756 760237

  Even though Vicar Peter is no longer at St. Alkelda,
the parish continues to be our companion parish, and
plans are proceeding for a group from our parish to
visit in late July, early August, to stay with
parishioners in Giggleswick.  We will visit London for
3-4 days, at the beginning of the trip and Peter
Yorkstone intends to be our guide there.  Then we
will travel up to Giggleswick, in the Yorkshire Dales,
diocese of Bradford, for the remainder of our stay in
England.  If you are interested in the trip and have
not already contacted the Rector, now is the time to
do so.
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2007 Adopt-A-Day

January 25 - adopted by: Avis Aheron in honor of Grace
Aheron’s birthday

February 11 - adopted by: Rev. Karin Dreiske Howard in
honor of the people of St James

February 12 - adopted by: Avis Aheron in honor of Sarah
Aheron’s birthday

February 14 - adopted by: Dana & Mabel Cox in honor of
their 57th anniversary

February 24 - adopted by: Pam Reilly in honor of Wayne
Reilly’s birthday

February 28 - adopted by: anonymous in honor of Esther
Williamson’s birthday

March 2 - adopted by Rose Townsend in love and
thankfullness to God for Parker Dillon Townsend

March 7 - adopted by: The Bentley family in honor of Alex
Bentley’s 13th birthday

March 17 - adopted by: James & Doris Champion in
memory of our son, James R. Champion, Jr.

April 3 - adopted by Saints of James in memory of Phoebe
Ann Schumm-Harris

April 10 - adopted by: Mr. & Mrs. W. O. Capps in
thanksgiving for their daughter, Joanna Baker Capps on
her 29th birthday

April 19 - adopted by: anonymous in honor of Jean
Schaefer’s birthday

April 21 - adopted by: Bob Maxwell in celebration of 42
years of sobriety

May 2 - adopted by Sharon, Joanna & Mary Leigh Capps
in thanksgiving for their husband and father, William, on
his 60th birthday 

May 13 - adopted by anonymous

June 6 - adopted by Butch & Carol Eanes in celebration of
Aaron & Allison Eanes

June 10 - In memory of John and Charlotte Beckwith and
Frank Ridenour

June 20 - adopted by Jerry & Jean Schaefer in celebration
of 59th wedding anniversary

June 25 - adopted by Joyce Brown in celebration of
daughter's birthday.

August 3 - adopted by William, Joanna & Mary Leigh
Capps in celebration of Sharon Capps 59th birthday

August 4 - adopted by Mr. & Mrs. W. O. Capps in
thanksgiving for their daughter, Mary Leigh on her 26th
birthday

August 5 - adopted by Maile Armstrong in honor of her
parents, The Rev.& Mrs. Robert Sheeran on their 63rd
wedding anniversary (1944 - 2007)

August 8 - Adopted by James & Linda Kyle in honor of
their wedding anniversary

August 14 - Adopted by Carl & Pat Ball in thanksgiving for
our son, Kenneth's successful surgery

August 15 - adopted by Robert & Carol Killinger in honor
of Lonnie Bower on her birthday

August 31 - adopted by Dan & Nancy Farris in celebration
of their wedding anniversary.
September 15 - adopted by Larry & Doris Mattox in honor
of Larry's dad's (Mayon) 80th birthday.

September 16 - adopted by Mildred T. Edwards in memory
of my family - Potee & Beulah Truesdale, Elton Truesdale,
Mae Ida McKinney, Cleona Blackmon and Loretta
Davidson

September 18 - adopted by Pam & Wayne Reilly in honor
of our son, Steve Reilly and his wife Lucy Wall, on their
14th wedding anniversary.

October 13 - adopted by Pam & Wayne Reilly in honor of
our son and daughter-in-law, Peter amd Vicke Reilly on
their 17th wedding anniversary.

October 14 - adopted by ECW in honor of The Rev. Bob
Copenhaver

October 21 - adopted by Jim & Debbie Clem in celebration
of our marriage

October 22 - adopted by Madeline Pearson in memory of
her husband, Walter O. Pearson

November 1 - adopted by anonymous in celebration of all
the Saints of James

November 1 - adopted by DOK Shepherdesses of St.
James in celebration of All Saints Day

November 16 - adopted by Boots Ingram, Our wedding
anniversary

November 22 - adopted by Dorothy Herndon in celebration
of her daughter, Betsy Herndon Clark’s birthday
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December 10 - adopted by anonymous in celebration of
St. James ECW

December 15 - adopted by ECW in honor of Rev. Betsy
Crites ordination as a priest

December 21 - adopted by Cathie Cook in honor of
Jerry and Mary Hughes’ 22nd wedding anniversary.

Sabbatical Fund 
February 11 - Karin Howard, in honor of the people of St.
James

February 18 - Joyce Brown, in thanksgiving for my family
and friends

February 18 - Doris & Larry Mattox, in thanksgiving for
Joyce Brown's 81st birthday

February 25 - Catherine Cook, in thanksgiving for Mother
Sue

February 25 - Lonnie Bower, in thanksgiving for Mother
Sue

March 4 - Catherine Cook, in thanksgiving for Mother Sue

March 11 - Brian & Jeanne Counihan, in thanksgiving for
Mother Sue

March 11 - Catherine Cook, in thanksgiving for Mother
Sue

April 1 - Madeline Pearson, in memory of her sister,
Carolyn Campbell

July 15 - Judy Whiting

July 22 - Tom Orville

Ed. Note: Next month we will begin a new
2008 Adopt-a-day and Sabbatical lists.

Parking Notice
Additional parking is available at “That‘ll Do”,  
restaurant on Williamson Road behind the Church.
Regular St. Jimmies are reminded to park there and
come
through the
back fence
into our
parking lot.

Many Thanks 

Many, many thanks for the most generous Christmas
Gift that you all gave to me this holiday. I am always
amazed at your generosity, which is particularly
evident at this time of the year. As many of you
know, we had to buy another car, as mine ran out of
oil and the mechanic was not sure how much
damage might of been done. This was certainly an
unexpected expense and not a very good time for
our budget. You all are gracious givers to me and to
the rest of our staff and your gift of love is much
appreciated. 

Christmas Blessings and Love, Sue+

2008 Vestry Members
Congratulations to the new Vestry members elected
at our Annual Meeting; Helen Campbell, Jed Doak,
Mike Kennedy.  The Vestry officers for 2008 will be
Sr. Warden, Doris Mattox, Junior Warden, Maile
Armstrong, Clerk, Lynn Wright, Treasurer, Matt
Cordani, Receiving Treasurer, Bob Bird, and
Assistant Treasurer, Avis Aheron.   A special thank
you to those who have served on the 2007 Vestry or
as officers: Doris Mattox, Maile Armstrong, Carl Ball,
Avis Aheron, Bob Bird, Chuck Cohen, Peter Hannon,
Helen Campbell, Butch Eanes, Kevin Shepherd, Bob
Ostrom, Lynn Wright.

SHARE Information
SHARE food packages descriptions are posted on
the Outreach board in the Parish hall and on the
board outside of the office in the downstairs hall.

SHARE dates:

Sign Up:  12:00 - 1:00 PM Saturday January 5th
    (After

Church)  
Sunday,
January
6th.
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January 27th Services
On Sunday, January 27th we will have an 8:00 AM service at St. James and then
the congregation is invited to attend the Diocesan Council closing eucharist at 9:00
AM, Hotel Roanoke Conference Center.  Our Presiding Bishop will be preaching.

 There will be no 10:00 AM service at St. James.
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